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Abstract : Taiwan was developed rather late compared with other areas of Mainland China. Some
Mainland Chinese were recruited in the period when the Hollanders occupied the island, but mass
immigration did not occur until the Ching Dynasty destroyed the troops of Chung Cheng-kung.
Through 18 and 19 centuries, the Chinese residents in the island had appeared to live in cluster by
lineage. Although some hypotheses have been suggested, none of them gained solid support from
empirical study. Through the present review of the history of the development of Hsin-chu Area and
the clustering of the Hakka in this area, the author would like to explain why immigrants would live in
cluster by their different lineage, and further to identify factors of the changes of social structure,

especially that of habitants, in early Taiwan.
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