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Abstract * By applying for the theoretical model of time allocation created by Gary Becker (1965) and
Jacob Mincer(1962), the time is divided into three divisions-.labor market, household production, and
leisure. Given the leisure time and considering the divorce probability , the simultaneous relationships
among the wife’s time allocation to the labor market and to household prdduction are estimated with a

model for the probability of future divorce. The Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID) during the
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period 1985-1989 are the data used to test the simultaneous relationships. The empirical results indicate
that the probability of divorce has no statistically significant effect on the wife’s time at market work
and household work. Conversely, the hypothesized negative effect of the wife’s time allocation to
household work on the probability of divorce is confirmed, but the wife’s market work hours is not
statistically significant in explaining the probability of divorce. That is, the more time the wife spent in
household production, the less likely the household will get divorced. The other results, such as the one-
way negative effect of wife’s market work time on her household production time, are useful in giving
the suggestions and implication to policy makers in labor market and family economics. The negative
effect of the wife’s household work hours on the probability of divorce provides information regarding

the important role of the wife’s household work hours to the stability of the family.
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